OF THE FAMOUS MOLL FLANDERS.         Ill

I had many melancholy hours at Bath after
all the company was gone; for though I went to
Bristol sometimes for the disposing my effects, and
for recruits of money, yet I chose to corne back to
Bath for my residence, because being on good
terms with the woman, in whose house I lodged in
the summer, I found that during the winter I lived
rather cheaper there than I could do anywhere else.
Here, I say, I passed the winter as heavily as I had
passed the autumn cheerfully; but having con-
tracted a nearer intimacy with the said woman, in
whose house I lodged, I could not avoid communi-
cating something of what lay hardest upon my mind,
and particularly the narrowness of my circum-
stances : 1 told her also, that I had a mother and a
brother in Virginia in good circumstances; and as I
had really written back to my mother in particular
to represent my condition, and the great loss I had
received, so I did not fail to let my new friend
know, that I expected a supply from thence, and so
indeed I did; and as the ships went from Bristol,
to York-river, in Virginia, and back again generally
in less time than from London, and that my brother
corresponded chiefly at Bristol, I thought it was
much better for me to wait here for my returns,
than to go to London.

My new friend appeared sensibly affected with
my condition, and indeed was so very kind, as to
reduce the rate of my living with her to so low a
price during the winter, that she convinced me she
got nothing by me; and as for lodging, during the
winter I paid nothing at all.

When the spring season came on, she continued
to be as kind to me as she could, and I lodged with
her for a time, till it was found necessary to do
otherwise; she had some persons of character that
frequently lodged In her house, and in particular